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Spartan and Athenian maidens whom Atossa had wished
to make her slaves (p. 68).

In revenge for the burning of the temple at Sardeis
(p. 100) the temples on the Akropolis were set on fire ; but
the Athenian exiles who had returned with Resolutl-on
him from Sousa were commanded by Xerxes of the Pelo-
to make their peace with Athene". Two days to retreat to
only had passed since the rock was taken : thei*thmus.
but in the meantime the scorched stem of her sacred
olive tree was seen, it is said, by these exiles, when they
came to offer sacrifice, to have thrown up a shoot of a
cubit's height. If the Peisistratidai chose to see in this
marvel a sign of the greeting with which Athen6 welcomed
them home, the Athenians drew from it a different lesson.
Some encouragement they assuredly needed. The con-
federate fleet had been stationed at Salamis rather to
cover the migration of the Athenians, than with any
purpose of making it a naval station; and the news of
the taking of Athens determined the allies to retreat to
the isthmus, where in case of defeat by sea they could
fall back on the help of the land-force. One man alone
felt that this decision must be fatal. Thessaly, Boiotia,
and Attica had been allowed to fall successively into the
enemy's hand, under the plea that prudence demanded a
retreat to the south or the west. What pledge could the
Athenians have that the occupation of the isthmus would
be followed by greater harmony of counsels or greater
resolution of purpose ? Convinced that the abandonment
of Salamis woukl be a virtual confession that common
action could no more be looked for, Themis- _

Opposition

tokles resolved that by fair means  or by   of Themis-
foul he would not allow this further retreat   to es*
to be carried out.   Having prevailed on Eurybiades to
summon a second council, he was hastening, it is said,
to address the assembly without waiting for the formal